180                  LOCATION OF INDUSTRIES' IN INDIA
Nowadays a number of tannin extracts made from the
various vegetable tanstuffs are available in the market and
make it possible for the tanning industry to be located away
from the areas producing tanstuffs. But a good tanner always
prefers the original materials to the extracts so as to be able
to prepare the liquors of the intensity of his own choice and
thus to have a greater command over the different qualities
of leather made.
When chromium salts and chemicals are used for prepar-
ing chrome-tanned leather the emphasis is shifted from the
tanstuffs to the highly skilled technical labour and an expert
supervising staff. In this branch of tanning industry skilled
labour begins to play the most important role and draws the
industry to such important industrial centres where the desired
type of efficient labour and supervising staff can be obtained
easily. Philadelphia in the United States of America has be-
come the greatest chrome-leather manufacturing centre in the
world. Calcutta, on account of the presence of chemical and
other industries there, is likely to be the most important centre
of chrome tanning in India.
India is very rich in tanning materials. But the distri-
bution of these tanstuffs of vegetable origin is very uneven.
Southern India as a whole, and the province of Madras in
particular, is fortunate in receiving a more generous quota o*f
tanning materials than any other part of the country. The
most important tanning materials used in India are avaram
(Cassia Auriculata), babul (Acacia Arabica), myrobalan
(Terminalia Chebula), wattle (Acacia Decurrens) and divi-
ctlvi (Caesalpinia Coriania). The distribution of these species
is as follows:
Avaram is common in the drier parts, of the Indian penin-
sula from Ajmer and the Jumna river southwards, covering
large areas in the Deccan. It is common on dry, stony hills in
open spaces and in shrub forests and also occurs on black
cotton soil and on laterite near the sea-coast,2 Avaram bark
is collected mainly in the Mysore and Hyderabad States and
the Ceded Districts of Madras (Bellary, Anantpur, Kurnool,
and Cuddapah).
Babul is probably indigenous to Sind, Rajputana, Gujerat
2 R. S. Troup: Silviculture of Indian Trees, p. 373.